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UK engineering company beating the downturn

UK engineering company, Semmco, wins contract to supply the new HEAD 15 Cell Snatch Rescue Equipment (CSRE) to the UK and Irish Prison services.

Founded in 1993, the 14 strong, Woking-based company, Semmco, has beaten off competitors to supply their latest product, HEAD 15 to the UK and Irish Prison services. 

Manufactured entirely in the UK, Semmco's unique HEAD 15 chemical oxygen set is an easy to don, one-size-fits-all model. The working set, known within the Prison Service as CSRE, gives prison staff 15 minutes of respiratory protection when dealing with cell fire incidents. 
The lightweight, hooded oxygen set replaces the short duration breathing apparatus (SDBA) which has been used across the prison services for the past 15 years. The training requirements for the CSRE are less complex than those of the SDBA, making the product easier to use. Added to this the HEAD 15 working set can be stored for up to six years without maintenance, making it a cost-effective option in the long term.

The CSRE system works by producing oxygen through a chemical process which provides staff with a minimum of 15 minutes’ supply. With an integral warning system to notify the wearer several minutes before it expires, the set (and all products in the HEAD range) offers the emergency services a new option in escape and rescue equipment.

Steve Brinkworth, Health and Fire Safety Manager in the Operations Property Unit HQ, says: “The Prison Service was seeking a simple alternative to SDBA, which Semmco was able to achieve through an open tender by the use of a product whose concept was already well proven (HEAD 10)”. 
Steve continues: “Semmco’s new CSRE product provides a simple means of protecting staff from smoke inhalation when dealing with these fires.”
The first HEAD product was conceived in 1997 when Stuart McOnie, founder of Semmco, risked all to design and develop, an award-winning, emergency escape breathing apparatus. With the help and support of his design team, Surrey Business Link and a government SMART award the HEAD10 was born. 
Having the product manufactured in the UK has also been essential for the company, as Stuart explains, “It would have been easy for us to look at manufacturing overseas, especially as there are only two test that each of our products has to be tested by and these are in Germany, but that would have gone against our beliefs.  As a company we firmly believe in the quality and professionalism of UK manufacturing and the importance not loosing the essential professionalism and skills that we have in this country. I am proud to say that every single product we produce is made in the UK and every single one is of excellent quality.”

Manufactured in the UK and launched at the UK’s biggest Safety & Health exhibition, Safety and Health Expo, in 2001, HEAD10 picked up the ‘overall winner’ Award for Innovation from the British Safety Industry Federation and is now a well-established product within the industry. 
Many organisations whose employees work in potentially hazardous environments have purchased the unique breathing sets, including telecom and construction companies, vehicle emissions testing plants, factories, universities, British Nuclear Fuel Ltd (BBC’s Tomorrows World filmed HEAD10 in action here in 2001) and the latest, HM Prisons. 

But it is the company’s unrelenting commitment to quality, safety and reliability that has earned it the reputation it deserves. Carl Bennett, Business Unit Manager, RPE, explains, “Although it is a small company, Semmco is recognised as a solutions provider, implementing innovative designs and engineering solutions for varied range of customer driven products and services. Our philosophy and vision to ‘ensure that the right product and engineering solution is supplied every time’ has been key to our success – which has not come over night. The last ten years have been incredibly hard work, and the aftermath of 9/11 had a major impact on our business. However, maintaining quality and reliability even when business is tough eventually pays dividends and we are now beginning to see the results!”

For further details about the innovative range of respiratory protection products including the exciting new HEAD 15 set, visit www.semmco.com or email carl@semmco.com 

Notes to editors

Founded in 1992 and operating across the UK and internationally, Semmco is a design and engineering company offering a range of specialist services for access solutions, ground support equipment, respiratory protection systems for all areas of industry and military and specific applications for the emergency services. Providing engineering design and consultancy for special projects and bespoke customer requirements, Semmco is committed to quality, safety and reliability throughout innovative designs, manufacturing safe and cost effective engineered solutions.
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